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Ex Eﬂ!@ og of the Soyiet Theater of War
1941 - 1945

Exaface

The German preventive wer against the SU was Furope's last
sttempt to deoisively weaken the biologically and oligioally
inoreasing avalanche of the East, in order to elimlnate any threat
4n the future, Testern Rurope, degenerated by culture and clvili-
gation, weakened by the wars of the past and by the decroeasing '
birthrate did not solve this task and had to give up its gegemony.’
The sourges of the Soviet suocess were the inexhaustidble resources,
the primitive standard of living end the unbellevable tenacity of
the Communist ideology.

Sxyey

Ko nation of the world has ever lived in such endless a
slavery and og ression as the present psople of the SU., Thanks
%o the proverblal {rooreative instinet of the mothers and the
unbelievable vitality of the steppe peoples who are used to
primitive conditions, the people suryived extermination, slavery
and despotism. The once rich and melansholic soul of the people
has disappeered., It seems as if the incessant melting processes
within th'e USSR extinguished all softness and only hard metals
soznined. The face of the Soviet oltizen shows an unpenetrable
mngk, TInstead of individuel cheracteristics only expressionless
uniformity 18 found. The merciless cruelty roots in the animal-
1ike instinot of the struggle for existence and inoreases as
ene progresses Eastward. The politiocal system is complete., The
feer of survelllance dominates all phases of livelihood in the
sworkers'! paradise”. The Communist ideclogy must be accepted
by all the people. Communist principles are propounded w th an
intensity unbogievable to us. In this connection the schoolbooks
and 1iterature of the youth and the troop menaal "The Politiocal
Zdigation of the Soviet Army" are especially interesting. The
Soviet believes in a fraternization of the wordd on a Communist
basis and is convinced that Fasclsm and Capitalism ars the only

ghatacles,
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7The goel is the destruction of a1l hostile neighbors. and
systens. {Hostile is everything that is not under Soviet in-
fivence.) The armament industry is everything, even 1f the liv~-
ing standard deoreasses continuously, even if no consumer goods
et all are produced. MNihilism, Stoicism and the oomplete igno-
rance of conditions in the outer world make "comrade soldier of
the Red Army" a tool of USSR foreign policy. “

The police, the ideas of conquest and militarism condemned
by the Allles in Germany were poor imitetions of whet exists in
the Soviet Union. The SU did not only oarry out the prinelple
of "total war®, but also proved to be a successful teachsr in the
methods of totel war.

. He who gues te the Tast, not only has to abolish Europe&n
{d4eas of courtesy, dbut, above all, has to forget chivalrous
human rules of Qonduct as outlined by the Geneva Conventions.

The total war of Soviet sonoeption kmows only the surviver
and the defeated,

The enormous width and depth of the territory, compara-
sively little exposed, was the best ally of the Red Army in
ghe tirst phase of the war. For exemple, all villages and orops
were burnt in the course of the retreat, according to the method
successfully used egeinst Napoleon. One understands this type
of action, consldering what houses and villages mean for an in-
vader surprised by winter. The attempt to make the Germens res-
pensible for all these aevastations, originates from an unt rue

propaganda campai@. '

‘The villege, in winter, was synonymous with warmth, 1.®.,
jife. Many a desparate attack was undertaken without true mill-
tar‘z significance, for the one purpose of driving the enemy from
& village.

Thanks %o clear-sighted methods the Soviets suscesded in
a surprisingly short time end with good execution in transferring
the endangered armement {ndustry.

While the Donets Basin end the important industrial area
of XRIVOI ROG fell in our hand destroyed end uhusable, the plants
were shipped to the Ural Mcs., ineluding every nail and laborer.
In a few iays work was resumed, but of course with mueh improvi-
gation. By this movement the problem of the colonization of
this uninhabited area Was solved.
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Due to the lack of a strong air force, on both sides the
deolslon was, from the very beginning, in the hands of the
tank forces. In the first year of the war, the nmumerically
strong, but technically weak Soviet tank force was no opponent
for the viotorious German tank divisions,

The first effective defense-measure was the "Holzkasten-Mine"
{(wooden-box mine), which were used in atronomio numbers.

After this attempt the antitank guns appeared also in unbe-
llevable masses. These two weapons and last bui not least "General
Winter" brought the German Armies to a standstill, ‘

Now the Soviets ocould think about bringing the principle
offios to Year. Prerequisite for this was the third step, the
graation of a superior tavk as en offensive weapon, The standard
model was the *T 34" tenk, WThen this mass pro?am was successfull
eonoluded, the last measure was the development of an effective self-
px‘agzlltd gan to support the infantry., From glanning; to brutal
realization, from immense production rate to detalled norming and
.typitication, this entire performance must be respected.

Hand in hand with this industrial mobilization went the
utilization of the inexhaustible human reservoir: age and sex
were not glven consideration in this respect., The percentage of
women and children performing the work men surpasses Furopean
canprehension,

It is a proven fact that women were also fighting. I re-

member two cases where women were among the attacking, mounted

on tanks. One woman (with make up and polished nails) with the
park of a first lieutenant was lead before me for Interview, She
declared that she was gullty of mistreating subordinstes. As
unishment she was given a probation periocd at the front., 5She
gw& o take pert in three tank attacks. Vhen hearing my 4ecision .
tha® would work in a hospital, the ﬁmg 1ady beocame rebellious
and shouted: "I am a soldier, as well as you are. T won't go

in a hospital. 014 women ean empty chamber-pots.” '

Give the Russien oitizen a weapon - it make no difference
if men or woman - and he is a soldier. The natural, instinetive
impulse of the hunter still exists. The conception of an un=-
wgtivated cdvilian, familisr to us, therefore, hardly eppeared.
Order women of a village to construet a tank diteh or a maehine-
gun emplacement and the work will net only be done in surprising-
1v short time and with thoroughness, but the tactical lay-out
will be correot.
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Terrain Judgment and terrain utilization, things whieh had to
be learned by our towns-people on the troop training grounds, is
an instinot with these people., It is, therefore, not surprisi
that the Russlan leadership could £111 up the gaps in front units to

a great part from the population who were not subjest to military
service,

All inhebitants of liberated areas and towns were immedlate-
ly utilized as soldiers and with or without arms Joined the attaoks
some hours later,

Three days after the delivery of KHARKOV, the pursuer
squeezed more than 100,000 soldiers out of this town. For our
eonoception and needs these people were physically useless., An
insgludle prodlenm of retreating Cerman troegg was the evacuation

" of the ggpulation in the ebandoned areas. e pursulng enemy
ssemed ridioule all losses; absorbing new recrults in every
z:ﬁg anddvillage retaken, 2ll resistance to thls progrem belng
estroyed. :

At the end mt the Cerman soldier sat in his emplacement like
the rabbit before the sneke. Fe only knew, but 414 not oompre-
hend that this approaching beast lived spiritually on a ocompletely
different basis and also fought differently. After the obviocus
failure of all predictions and suppositions he despaired of his
2bility of judgment, there being no standard whilch he understood
which could be applied to the resistance and fortitude of the enemy.
This fastor oaused panic and decisively undermined the morale of
the German Army. Interesting in this conneetion 1s thet the para-
1lyzing pressurs on the mind caused by Russian mesthods, vanished like
a bad dreenm from our soldiers' mind when they returned to their
rative eultural sphere. They perceived the Western Front as re-
ereation in spite of hipgher losses end once removed from the Russian
front they felt superior to the Rusaien soldler.

The harrassing of our rear areas by partisans was extraordinary
and inoreesed with the viotories at the front. Cerman supply ship-
ments wers directed to ambushes by Russians disguised as VPs and
destroyed, The supply and support unlts were separated from the
front by an ever inoreasing distance due to acts of sabotage
behind the front.

Hunger rather than natlonal feeling is the motivating
reason for partisan aotlvities. Tor this reason the Red Army had
alse to fight partisans in their rear areas. If omne sioceeds in .
convinoing the population that collaboration with the oocupation
er 15 more favorable than secret (mostly forced) support of the
rebels, there would be no more reason for continuous partisan ao-
tivities. (Compare the Cefman Wer-wolf-Vovement).

s CONTROEU. S GFHEALS
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The Russien losaes were - by our conceptiona - 1mmsnse; But
- %he ooneclusion would be wrong, that this was due to senseless
mass saoriflices. On the contrary, a brutal but isecold cslou-
latlon of the potential can be discerned. '

An individual i{s valued according to his usefulness to
the state. Therefare, the task was to commit only as much first
rate material as required to execute the mission. First rate
troops were always spared and old men and women wers used instead,
these people being of no further use to the state. If a German
bridgehead was to be eliminated, the first attack was made by Gds
dlvisions, ™hen the objective of the attack was reached and the
. new line ready to be defended, these troops were withfitreawn imme-
diately and replaced by poorly armed eripples and old men.

Because there was no retreat in the stab-in-the~neck system,
the replagements had to fight for their lines end, in the long
run, accomplished their mission. But the Germen intelligence
service triumphantly reparted to the Headquarters: "The Soviets
ars finlshed and have exhausted thelr potential, %e are only
fighting old men and‘crigples without combat value.” In the mean-
4ime, the enemy trained his young men cerefully on a long-term

basls,

. Ab the end of the war I fought against airborne-dlvisions
(8050 jumps at an average), which had been in no combat for 3
yoars., '

Bue to traffic difficulties, imsosed'on every soldier going
on leave, a gpecial problem arose., This wes the birtherate de-
orease axpected after the war. Many sources (grisonors also )
mainteined, independently of each other, that the goverment ordered
*artifiolal lnsemmination” for the Russian women. This action scould
be elassified as typiocel for this incaloulable and incomprehen-
sidble ocountry.

There is no doubt that the countries enslaved and influenced
by ths SU have to perform "human reparations"™, Intelligentsia and
skkilled workers are scarce ln the and, therefore, rank first

#a this list,

Apert from the compensation of the losses during the war
this means a program of humen reparatlon and improves the hlood
of the country, The effest should not be underestimated. There-
fore, the USSR, penetrated by the idea of world revolution, not
only disposes over one sixth of the inhabiteble earth surface,
but alsc has the possibilities of doubling by such means.
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Today, Russia 1s a sealed book. May the surtasin never
1if¢ for = second act, If this happens, the Oocldent could
then bury its present oulture and start writing a new history,

4
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The Soviet infantrymen is tough, persistant, sly and

unbelievebly modest, Because bravery and intelligense are
in p ion to oash other, his stubbormmess end defiance
of 4sath must de explained by the fatalistls mentality of
his regs. Tnstemd of oulture one often finds one-sided trained
gg:eialim. In splte of all primitivity one cannot consider

stupld, This extraordinary seal for learning and apellke
nature seke the Soviet soldier not only & mester of infantry
skillpp In entrenmching, camouflaging, etc., but he himeelf
is the persenified Iimprovization of a perfest infantry scldier.

These abilities plus the instinot mentioned ebove make him,
under good leadership, e dangerous enemy. '

Beosuse there is enough material concerning organization
:né ‘!}? 63: the following I will present only the essential
: ] ', Be )

‘ ¥hile our reconnalssense units generally &14d not
f1ght, dut only observed, the Toviet reconnalssarge unlits
usually both agsema gnd fought, The personnel strength
18 ebout one battallon., On a broed front incessent (moste
1y night) "reconnaissance attacks” were made to dstect the
woskest polint of the en lines, If a poft spot is found,
the unit settles, entrenches, end calls reinforcements. 1If,
in this way, several asssults with these reinforésmerts
 muegesd, and the defender cannot destroy them immediately
in a oounterattaek, an unbroken line of defense cannot be
kept, Over the dead of the sacrificed "reconiallssnse™
the <ussian waves go over to an improvised attadk In the
wreken lime, As protection against the reconmalésands, a
weving unit was used to £111 breeks in the line. :

Shoprovesror GOMNITRG 185 e ppyrpgppPooss+
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Attack

Inereasing reconnai ssance and ertillery were, as

~a rule, si of an impending attack. The transfer and
coneentration of troogs and material and preparations for
attack were sxoellently gamoufleged by the enemy., On the
gther hand, if there was surfiocient time, land reoonnaissance
ané.acntinueua aly roconnaiasance supplied the heavy wea-
pons and {nfantry with a correct plcture of the German

strong points, down Vto machine gun emplacemeiits, I

found sketohes of targets and fire-plans of preclsion and
perfection that a war asademy might be proud of.

o

Some hours before the attack, i{nnumerable antitank
gans were emplaced 1n measured and well bullt lace~
‘memts, After heavy artillery fire, the attack arted
gemsrally at dswn, The antitank guns sterted a murderous
sonyerging tire on a1l our known infantry weapons and,

&% she sams time, frustrated a possible German tank
spounterattack. ' : _

: fhe infamtry, brought to the point of asssull under
protection of Asrkrness, rushed to the first assault points
under this fire proteation, If the main fighting line
eauld de penstrated, the infantry turned to the right and
left, advancing up the gtrenches in hand-to=hand fighting.
12 the terrein was w1 thout mines, tanks with mounted in-
. fantry followed immediately; stherwise several strips were
#4vat cleared of mines, If the defender succeeded in
saparating the infantry from the tanks, he could pro-
vably defeat the enexy. 1f no commissar with a pulled
1stel was behind him, the Soviet soldler showed remear-
kably little regolution, ability or initiative. Instead
of teking advantage of the sucoess, and preaking through
she remaining resistance, he often wasted his time in single
setions end looting. ¥e won time for ocount erattaocks and
sxazing sussesses Were achieved with ridiculous small
foroes, sometimes only 4 to 5 men or 1 to 2 tanks, I
salwvays saw counterattacked Soviets weak and emotionsl and
alweys disorganized. If the attack comes to & standstill,
they entrench. Antitank guns &re advanced, and the i nfantry
‘iilpgeareduwithAmnle—like speed in the soll. If the attack
is suscessful, the infantry is trucked right behind the
£ipst tanks and pursues the enemy with far-set goals.
Here the Sovieis completely adopted German princlples,

7
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as they also adopted the prineipal attack formation., The
amazing mobility of the anti{tank guns, also cormitted as
artillery, must always be noted as especially ocharaoteristie
and dangerous. 'O vehiole - tank, tractor, truck or per=
sonnel ear - advances without pulling one of these guns

er at least one heavy mortar. In rapid commitment these
weapons sesure the territory won and help prevent retreat.
logis#io units, in our sense of the word, are unknown to
the Soviets, Ammunition and fuel, only, are supplied. ‘
Baggagse 1s unknown and food rations must be teken from the
oountry. Although in the first years all infantry was
hose~drawn, they showed an amazing mobllity. The muoch ri-
dieuled "panje-columns” not only knew how to get rid of the
motérized German persecutors, but were even superior to
them in winter and during the mud and rain period, The
eombat pack of the infantryman conteins sverything to make
him independent from every supply for et least one week!
hard bread, some tobacco and sleaning stuff for hi's weapons.
mis self-sufficiency 1s surpassed only by nls horses.

At the end of the war automatic weapon eguipment surpassed
purs oconsideradly. :

&gm éttaok

- wphe night is the friend of the strong” says our
regulation., TFor the Soviets must be applied: "The night
418 the time of the wild animals", His natural instinets

_ make him especially dangerous at night. As the purpoees
ef a nipght attack is & gudden surprise, it ls penerally
oarried out without artillery or air support = at least
1n the first phase. _

If the attack le directed against a line, one adveances
in broad front, w4 thout forming & point of oconcentration.
This is formed later from the #irst suocesses, and, by
means of /T message, the reserves, which were in readiness
behind the front line, are called, It is well knovn that the
Seviet is an expert in snesking up. Direoted by occasional,
i nsonspiouous sl gnal shots by mashine guns, installed by
ghe Russian outposts, the shock troops advance to noiselessly
septure the sentries. "1 4this silent method £ails, he
sries to spreald panie with ear-splitting noise. At the
same time blanket fire on the enemy position is or dered,
to frustrate rellef. Flame throwers, hand grenades, spades
and daggers play the main part in this £ight, Strong German
ypesistanse is avolded and the typical "safetly tactic " started.

R i taTet '
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Like drops leaking through a net, small groups move
towards the enemy. A osentral Elan does not exist, TRe~
gardless of threats from the flanks and ganger of being
out off from the main force, they mechanically grope their
way through and march continuously. Commanding officer's
ebservation posts and heavy wﬂaEOns and artillery emplaoements
were scmetimes completely aurgr sed, IP 1t 1s poasible %o
get reinforcements by means o w/T message a real assault
is the result. This develops immediately into a principal
atteok. Othervise they remain calm, entrench or disappear
smpng the population, After a few hours Lhe defender is
‘already completely oonfused. From all sides panie and
estastrophy reports arrive. The telsphone net 1s destroyed
end control is completely lost, .

Phe enemy is now between the still 1ntact main fighting
1ine and the commending officer’'s posts. There is no leader-
skip and the groups in the trenches are entirely dependent
upon themselves., They draw in theilr flanks and form a
defense ring, By this, the gap broadens and the front
tresks down ompletely. In other words, under utilization
of the darkness and the morale effecis, individual moles
sneak in through the broad front and secretly cauged the
destruction of the dem, Orly isles of resistance remained
of a solid front, The former front must bte abandoned end
a nev 1ine formed in the rear. Tote: The front between
the Caucasus and thHe Arctic Sea was very thinly oeocupled.
The "through-tine" sometimes was only fortified villages.
Generally, a division had to defend & section of 20 m. -
The attacker not only could chose where he would attack, dub
also knew that he could succeed anywherc.

If 8 night attack was directed ageinst a village, serv-
ing as strong point, infentry and tanks generally oooperated.
The tanks advanced past the objective of the atiack end
turned in from the rear, The infantry simultareously
attacked under the fire protection of tanks end antitark
gans., Only he who knows the noise of a tanks and is
swakensd by it in pitechedark night, ocan judge the immense
morals effect of this fighting metlhod, The German troops
{n STALINGRAD additionally suffered a contimously ine
areasing irritability im the flanks and rear as well as a
pronpunced siege psychosls., The burning village blind-
folded the defender and caused panic. Fe has to give up
the village, exit, and hurdles together making an easy
target for the erergetiocslly attacking enemy. If there is
a street fight, the Soviets aiways try to “"smoke out™ all
resigstanoce. Iouse by house is get on fire by incendiaries
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and destroyed from short distances dy tanks, If the
strong polnt is won in this way, the infantrymen imme-
dately start a perimeter defense where the skill in
hendling ecaptured weapons 1s especially rémasrkable,

an well aa the etroug commitment of tanks and mines,
This is the princiﬁla, also of absolute superiority and
far-reaching attack, . '

III. Defense

~ The Soviet soldier outdoes every soldier known to me
in defense. The reasomsfoy this are found in his menw
tality and the above mentioned charaoteristies. In ad-
dition there is the commisgar and politruk-system, inter-
fering with everything, which makes a retreat impossilble,

The position, in which the infantryman turns over to
the defense, corresponds in its composition to the generals
ly used fattern. Front slopes and elevated positions are
eapeclially favored, Striking cheracteristics are! Good
seleotion of the terrain and adeptation, unbellevable earth
works well camouflaged; that is not to be surpassed, eas
well &8s an unusuel depth of the main fifﬁﬁing line. The

- trenches ere construsted in "eshape or shape of a horase-
shos opened to the enemy to increase flanking possitilitles.

 Mumerous mines serve as close-range protection., If
a tank-proof section is not in front t_ﬁe position, there
sreé usuplly tank ditohes {sometimes & consecutively). These
ditohes have been constructed by the population long before.
Maohine guns are sent in & great number to the front. Tven
greater 1g the number of bazookas [about 30 pieces for 100
g of trench),  In addition, every infantrymean is eguipped with
hand grehsdes, bazookas, (sm improved tvpe) and incendlary
projectiles (knowm as ™iolotov-Cocktails”). The sharp=
shooters are numerous and are especislly fesred. The
treining was conducted in special schools, where they were
trained as specialists for shobtinﬁ in the head.or in
the belly., An sutomatic rifle with a small but very
good sighting telesaoge'ls effective for e range of 800
m., ZExplosive armunitlionis used exclusively (petter obe ’
servation), Officers, tank commanders, sunners ™. 1, sto .k
ere especially endangered. Should a surgedn have the
nerve to weer s red-oross armband he would be shot at
f3irst., In this conmeotion the Soviet thinks very ma-
terialistically. The training of a surgean lasts very
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long. He is not as easily to replace as another officer.
His death may cause the death of a great number of injured,
waiting in vain for help. = The demage done to the enemy is,
therefore, very rreat and that 1s the meaning of the total
desparate fight, not "humane sensations”. :

The depth of the main fighting field is interlaced
1ike a chess-bosrd by entitank gun emplacements, These
are protected by infantry and represent the real back-
bona., The horse-show formation is very common, bscause
an attacking tank enemy oan be put under fire from three
gides, There are no dead angles in the seotor of oute

_poots. The seleotlon of the emplacements is very favor-

" able and in accordance with the fire=-plan of the ertillety.
Tvery student of a Turopean military academy oould only
learn from these facts, Antitenk guns are committed as:

a) Antitank strong points
b) Antitan: fronts
¢) Antitank cub-offs

As %o (a)
Several antitank guns ere emplaced 1n a close place
in suoh & way that they ean, apart from thelr special

missions, protect esach other. “Principles: Tefense ring
("Igelstellung”). Angle of wheelingl 3600,

As to (b ;

.On.’oroad front line numerous antltank guns are emp-
1aced on the same level, Their missions are of ar artil-
lery and bloeking nature. Tvery gun has a sketeh of target
with exact data on the effective range. o
As to (o

: Comml tment and use see (b). only on ‘a smaller scale,
Partioularly blocking of crossings and stralts, :

Mavers |
The mortar 1s very popular and much used in the Ted
Army. Thile the 1light morvars are cormitted in the
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trenches, the commitment of heavy mortars is done from
strong points in depth. In perfect positions the fire
from batteries and battalions is concentrated. Because
of the speed and the accurecy of firing the effeet is
extraordinary.

Communicatlon " vetem

The oommunication system shows an unusual oommitment
of operators., Almost every trench and strong point is
sonneocted to a wlde-spread nat. Virelsss telephone aets
were sellorm found, TYamming was, therefore, frequent and
had a dissdvartageous effect on the leadership of the de-
fender, The attacking infantry 1s unheedins of threats
from the flanks and the rear, and almost abendoned thelr
fear of tanks. Stubborn and fatalistic he sat in his
hole, even in complete hogeleﬁs gituations, and had to be
‘killed individually, ©n the other hand, when there are no
political officers left, whole units surrender. If there
i a good exemple the others follow like & herd, Subw
leaders have no initiative ‘n cowterattack., The fire-
éiwsoipline of the Soviets is low., They have a ohildish
fun when there 1s shooting, and do not know emmunition
taetics, The antitank guns shoot individusl Iinfantrymen
end the bazookas are handled llke ordinary rifles. BPunt
1% must be mentioned thet the effect on the attaoking in-
¢antry is immense, Apart from the excellent accurady,
the demoralizing nolse of firing is decisgive, If the
enemy breaks through the main fighting lins,the Sovietls
try to becomse smaller and to hlde themselves. At nightfall
they shut off the lire agaln, to cut off the attacker from
‘cuigly. gystematic individual fighters hide in straw
piles, burnt down tanks or even In excavated sorpse of
horses and endanger the supply traffic with pood single
shots even after several days., During the battle on the
main fighting line, the artlllery ruthlessly take their
own lines under fire. Attempts at flight are prevented
by emplgoced machine guns and commlssars' pistols in the
rear., AS long as the Soviets are entrenched, they endure -
artillery fire with stubboruness. In the oven f1eld they
‘are much more sensitive than our troops. German "Stukas™
and smoke sorrens often caused a penicelike retreat. The
dgviet infantryman is also a master in the defense of towns
and villages., LPNTNGRAD and SEVASTOPOL are strlking
examples, TYreparations for this in prinociple are made
eerly and far-sightedly, even when there 18 no danger. -
The nesessary cmplasements and tank dltohes are cone
structed with the help of the population., Compared to our
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well orzanized measures regarding the same, there is
1ittle time needed. This 1s due to the faot that there
is no need to found democratlo organizations and don-
struction staffs, but only an scossional gesture with a
iistal. During cembat the centralized defense of & eity

s impossible, because the entire system concerning trans-
mission or @r&ers.and reports bresks down. Thersfore,
ghe sommand 1m in the hands of emergetic and independent
gub~lenders, sterting with the sector~commander to the
commander or a dloc of houses. The eoncerned population
is also under their cemmand and are cormmitted {n the fTight,
Sterting in the center, concentrilc defense rinpgs advance
shreusgh the fortifications to the periphery, Tvery street
ergssing or street-fork 1s blocked by berriers. Paths
shrough this lebyrinth are only known to initiates, ¥Fur-
thermare, for the protestion agalns?® tanks ; the pavement
43 town out and the electrio overhead wires are laid on
theground, T¥hharged tank posi tions are behind every
barrier, Tor elose-range protestion the infentry occuples
ghe houses located around 1t. Sherpw-Shooters are posted
at the most impossible places and have numerous alternate
positions alr-ady prepared (the sharp-shooter paychosis

. yery eesily affects the attacker)., Other infentrymen

Iv.

horase-4ravmn

presak through the walls of cellars in cooperation with

ghe inhabitents of the houses in order to erect an under=-
ground net, Turthermors, tenks and entitank mns are the
packbone of the defense., Antitark guns are enplaced es-
peoially in 4 fferent stories and on roofs, “The herdiness,

‘pepseverance, and the abllity to suffer, shown by the

Spviet soldier in house-toshouse fichting, is horrible.
The totality with which 0ld men, women and chlldren are

- gomritted, 1s unbelievable.,

Retreat

puring the battles of the Pirst year of the war
we wers always surprised at the smooth Tussian retreats.
The retrest was carried out on priad front end cresse
sountry. The roads, used By the advancing eneny, vere
not used, but completely mined. The mobility of the 1ight
i nfantry was superlor to our motorized units, No Weapons,
stee]l helmets, or other equipment were thrown away. 1t
possible, even the dead were taken along, this to veil
@ rate of casualtles.
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Before the retreat, towns and villages were destroyed
& prepared., This means that, apart from the execution and
preparation of numerous damolitions, quarters were xtrapped.
In this oconnestion, the most fSrequently used strategiocs were
hand grenades fastened on the inner door-knob, minhms in
stoves, hearths, in beds and under the door-sill. I also
found water polluted by carcasses. Skill in the handling
of mines by the Soviets is amazing. The infantrymen and
even the oivilien population show a striking skill in the
leying and the removal of mine fields, Rear details are
sommitted on the retreat acoording to oud regulations., The

- main task is to be carried out by engineers, tanks and

entitank guns. The cold-bloodedness of the antitenk gunners
is eapecially noteworthy, As the last shekl is shot, a truck
oomes and, without haste, the gun 1s moved away, even if
eneny tanks are at a 4distance of about 500 men, If the gun
sannot be saved, at least the alming device ls taken alon% '
or dug in, Otherwise the gunner No., 1 is shot, Prineipally,
mine fields are under fire proteoction. Dummy works are fre-
quently used, as well as uncharged mines not dug in. If the
attacker removed these and believes he has open way, he now
gomes on dug-in csharged mines. Sharp-shooters and &omolition
details remain in the cities. If the mission la completed,
they disag‘ear into the population and become trainers for
partisan fights., Espionage, sabotage and Intelligence work
ars highly developed; they are promoted by educatlon and the
eharaoter of the people, : ,

Artillery

. The Soviet artillery played no decisive rcle. Tven though
its mobility was always great, the German‘grineiples as for
ipstance fire concentration and creating of strong polnts were
elearly reocognized only at the end of the war. Mass fire
{up to about 100 batteries) then were & rule. DIrum fire,
lasting for several hduras, started a great battle. Moatly,
the effeot was not very great. The mobility in adjuatii%
sights wes not very good. Taulty cooperation between infantry
and observers was due to the lack of sultable equigment. _The
development and the commitment of rocket weapons ("Stalin-
orgel”) was furthered. Trucks oquigpod.mith slide ralls were
ecmmitted in great numbers. In spite of the great mobllity
the effect 414 not oorrespond to the noise of discharge.

The Soviet artillery in its quality was by no means comparable
with the Amerlocan,
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As the Soviet Air Force at present is in its development
stage, this chapter is done with a few words. The strong-
point was the production of GA planes of type IL-2. By
dropping numerous small, high-sensitive fragmentation bomba
they were very effectlve. e retreat was accompanied by
insessant low-Ily attacks of units comprising up to 100
planes. The sensitivity of Ruasian,ﬁilots to Cerman AA
artillery and infamtry fire was striking.

The wooden-box mine and the'antitank artillery evented
ggrzag, and the armored command gained vistory for the

Pocause there is sufficlent material about T/0 and som-
gesition of the Soviet tank Yrigedes, I need not go lnto de-
eils, These units were equipped with tanks of the fellowing

" types: E.¥, I, K.W, IT, T-34, and JS (Josef Stalin). I

mention only the principle types. The T-34 is the atandard
4type, and 1ts princliples are also expressed in later types.
'ﬁgriatle”-rol ing gears and an elegant profile are the
sharacteristics, It is bullt according to the principle:
The less meohanization, the less sources of fault, This
mexes & primitive and makeshift impression, espeaially on
cur teohnlcally spoiled senses, But just beocause it is in-
eompliceted and corresponds to the spirituel level of its
eacuganﬁs, it possesses an amazing undestructibleness. The.
ed {about 90 km on the road snd 60 km eross-couniry at a
maximum) is its best featurs, besides favorable welght.
The 76,8-mm gun is completely adequate and the smount of
sprunition osrried is amazing., The maln advantage of the
T34 d@ubtleaslg is the diesel motor. The low fuel con-
ong marches possidle (350 km with an ad-

,:aaiticn makes :
aitionel fuel container). The great advantage is clear and was

a dsoisive factor. The K,¥, II was en unproblematio block of
steel weighing 52 tons. But the K.W. I represented not only
an enlarged type of the T-34 but always was a very dangerous
snd tough enemy. Strangely, this tank appeared very seldom at
the end of the war, and was exshanged for the Josef-Stalin
yenk, & new development., This tank only reached a certain
feme. Bullt after the prinoiple of the "I-347, it showed
many deficiencles, and was not yet fully developed. Consluding
1 state: The arror and the armament of the Soviet tenk was
enly of secondery importance. pecisive was the speed and the
greet oruising range. : ,
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The tank 1s an operationsl attack weapon. Only
at the end of the war 414 the Soviets acknowledge these
principles, The tank force, organized in the state of
dsfense and newly develored, could, even later, not
fres itself from the taotical and operhtive disatvan-
teges of this development., Instead of conseious eon-
“oentration and forming of strong geints, decertraliza-
~ tion and dlspersion in faver of the hard fighting in-
fantry was preferred. Much later the infantry was
:;uip/ ed with i1ts own S/P tank units. The consequence
¢ this diaspersion was unusual heavy losses, because
the demsnds of the infantry 414 not alwag: sorrespond’
with tenk<tactical points of view, On the other hand, ean
{deal cooperation between infantry and tanks develope
in the cowrse of time, The infantry belonged to the '
tanks like the louse to the Russlian. The advantage
for both parts 1s obvious, The stereotype attack methods
are best compared with the above mentioned methods of -
reconnaissance, The units, fermed in broad front, in-
dependently advanced in broad front. At the same Ulme
they attecked at different plases. The units camprised
usually 8 to 15 tanks, whieh corresponds to about one
company, as well as mounted infantry, antitanl guns, and
heeyy mortars, Until the end of the war, thls "pack-
tactie” was most frequent and suceessful. Tt is typical
for the Soviets and represents the parellel for the se-
surity-tastic of the infemtry. FHe-e too, no declsion
ia strived for, but the enemy line is to be desiroyed
and unde mined as well as the defense. The attack is in
the direction of the alightest resistance and enemy tarks
are avolded. If the enemy main fighting line is broken
shrough, an aim which was almost always ref@ched due %o
reasons already mentioned, one advances without consideration
of the flanks far into the rear areas of the enemy, Ob-
Jeotiges of the attack are: Artillery emplacements,
sommending officer's observation polnts, and impediment s
as well as demolition of the supply routes. DBecause e,
slmost never, dlsposed of reserves, the tanks coculd
operate almost armed, facilitated by their cruising
gange. In the dark they moved into position in a
village. The population construoted emplacements and
wag armed. The antitarnk guns now play a decisive role.
At night the German 1ea'de'rshi€ had to face the following
situation: "Five tank-packs broke tirough in the sedor
of the oorps, They are aboudt 30-50 km in the rear area
and oemtrol our only supgly routes, The entire rear area
1g in confusior and the traffic in both direotions is
Plocked (transport of injured). No replacements ere
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avallable for countermeasures. The Soviets develop
vivid attacks on the entire front and try to advance.
Erget Improvised attack of the rear servioces. Shook
troops ere to be formed by bakery and buteher companies
and these heve to attack lmmediately., Reports on
sucoess are to be at X hours at the corps headquarters.™
Pid the destruotion of the units, advanced in above
d4ssorived way, not succeed, the iooal withdrewal of the
front was, in most oases, the only selution, This ex-
aggle.shews agein the cooperation between tanks and
infantry, If a tank 1s s opged_in attack and forced

to defend iteelf, it loses, in most cases, lts maln
weapon, mobility, and is degraded to a local antitank
wespon., Are there, however, antitank guns avallable,
these oan take over the local grotaction, and the tanks
ere free again, Concentrated by thelr leaders they are
in a position to force the decision in a orisis,

Attagk on Villages
The Soviets depend on two prereguisites in this
mthod of fighting: "Panzerschreck” with the enemy and
faulty equipment with defense weapons. The assaults
most of the time resemble a violent cavalry atteck. Under
the fire protection of the emplaced antltank guns the :
tanks raced into the village from at least two 8ides,
The machine were used to full e:gacity and all weapons
were rired, The probeble percentage of hits was only
of secondary importance compared to the morale effect.
7f this inoarnation of Chingis-Khan's ocavalry packs
raged with elementary foree in one's dlrectlon, even
a brave men became afraid. A wesk defender was always
lost. If, however, the attacker had to face an ex-
perienced opponent, such an attack meant an attempt on
an unsultable objest. The phantom disappeared after a
few minutes, leaving behind numerous burning tanks, and
trying the same thing at another place. TEven if these
attacks were made without plan, the instimotive utiliza-.
tion of the terrain was remsrkable. In prineiple, terrain
1g utilized which is unfaverable for a tank attask, and,
therefore, surpsies the defender, because his defense is
consentrated on the point, favorable for a tank attack,
' The characteristics of the T-34 are especially advanta-
us. Terrain, especially unfavorable for other tanks
even light ones), g.e., dridges, swanmps and deep snow,
arq no obstaoles for 1it.
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Night Attack

- In this methed of fighting, favored by the Soviets
for their operations, the tank, of cowse, played a
great role. The maln force is the tank-pack, Llke a
minfature.unit it always oonsists of tanks, infantry
{(with mines), antitank weapons and mortars. It is an

‘inseparadly connected organic whole., Oblectives of the
shtaok ared ' ‘

{a) Villages (éspecially in the rear area),

(p) Vveak points of the front. An enemy ready
| for defense is not attacked and is avolded.
As to {a)

The selected viotim 1s surrounded and put under
fire from a slowly narrowing cirele, until the houses
eath fire, "hile the tremendous oconsumption of ammuni-
tion has the word, the undefined nolse of molors eamd the
sxplosions make the defender nervous. e overrates the
number of the attacker and underrates hls fear, If the
village is burning, the tanks ocome as far as the light
boundary and give fire §rotsetion to the infantry, ad-
vanoing in intervals, If the infantry sudceeds in ad-
vaneing into the village, some of the tanks immediately
follow, %xisting resistance 1s extinguished from short -
distances and the area, in cooperation with the infantry,
48 cleared and scoured, The msin weapon in this kind of
attack ie the morale weapon. Continuous ehanfp of po-
sition, muoh pgoing back and forth as well as incessant
shouting end shooting help. The defender, who calmly
gwalted in hie position, saying to himself: "The pgor
dogs have to attack, what fear they must have. I should
not like to be in their place”, this flefender always won.

As to (bl

This method in no way differs from the daylight

attack already memtioned. TIf the terrain is reported
%¢ be free of mines, the sdvance is done at night. For
eommand and orlentation reasons the tenks remsin closely
rogether. Only commanding officer's observation posts and

1llery emplacements are attacked, If this is done
with or without success, lhe Soviets try to cause paniec
and sonfusior in the rear areas, Other tanks post them-
selves with englnes off vlose to the supply routes and
destroy supply shipments. At deybreak they reach thelr
own lines gn the same way or take defensive positions in
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In the ssme progortion as the 3Joviets took over
the inltiative, the tank as operative attack weapon
gained ortance, As already mentioned, the methods
eorregpond completely to German principles, The con-
gemtration andﬁfrogaration of positions took place
empecially at nlght and were well camouflaged. The use
af dummies was frequent and glayad a great, often mig-
leading role. In the night before the above mentioned
resonnalssance, attacks were carried out, The main
{urpaae wag the olearing of mines, As soon as it became
ight, the tanks essenbled under fire-protection on & '

CONTRAL 1) © OREIIALS ONTY

- broad front. The speed corresponded to a rolling barrags.

Moatly several waves attacked, The mission of the speedi-
1y advaneing first wave was the destruction of still
existing antitank and maohine—gun,emglacsmants, and to
sdvance as far a&s the artillery positions, The second
wave followed the firet one in range of sight, with the
infantry. The mission was - 1n olose cooperaéion with

the infantry - to dring the infantry through the enemy
main fighting line and deep into it. The third wave,

with mounted infentry, slosely followed, to start -

in the right moment - in high speed, the break through and
the follow-up, while parts of the second wave had to
proaden the break-through on both sides. If the break-

‘through suceceded, the third wave changed In lateral

extension to pack-tactios in close cooperation with
strong GA unlis, If the Soviets dld not have to oount

on mines, which was often the case in our extended fronts,
the tanks also attacked before the infantry. The elimina-

‘tion of the antitank defense through systematlio artillery

¢ire wes 8 prinoipel objective.

-

Defense

In the defmnse the tank foroces wore, as a rule,
pack-like distributed on the vhole front. After close
terreln reconnalssance and commitment possibilitles,
they stood in dlrect contact with, and et the dlsposal
of the infantry. 7eel coumtsrattacks were very few. In
gase of salerm, the Infantry was supported fron previcus-
1y reconnoitered fire positions. The tanks served as
defense frame-work (morale) &and at the same time had to

reyent a retreat of their own forces., Yot fully movable
'zlnks were, well camouflaged and dug In up tc the turret,
in the main fighting line. Because they held firs until
late, they sometimes were unpleasant surprises. Thelr
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effect was very great and oonnected with high losses.

In the defense of villages and towns the tanks played a
deeisive role, Often dug in tenks and preparsd po-
sitlons are used, Nevertheleas, the constant mobility and
sontinuous ochanging of positions is the main principle.
Only is oase of ocomplete lmoobility the tanks may

b6 dug in. Againztgha good cooperation with the infentry
must be mentioned, This 1is asiqoially noticeable in
house~-to-house fishtini. The tanks are posted behind -
barriers Just overlook,n% them with their guns and ere,
therefore, a small terget, At least three tanks at the
sggpe time proteot each other, anhd the entrenched infantry
# well as sharp-shooters represent a completely safe
proteotion against olose-range fighters, The supply of
strong point and eut-off forces waw out at night with

- $ank convoys. Ispeeially striking to the defender is the

useful camouflege and the trickness of the positions,
{In houses, between streetoars, under bridges, ete.).

Retreat _ |
During delayed conduot of the bnttlé and on ree

‘treet, the tank-paoks are the main points of the astion.

The principles correspond completely to ours. Toughness,
rougggess and sometimes self-sscrifice (often ordered)
are cheracteristis. Sinse faulty tanks are demollshed
en speedy retreats, the Joviets commit them usually to
rear ulssions. : '

ggggexSHQQ and Training .
The losases of the Soviet tank force wera'immsnsa and

the statements of the German army report were, adeording
¢ my observations, oorrect, not considering, however,

that total losses were not alweys correct because a great

ergentage oould be repaired. The reasons for this are
o be found ir faulty leadership and wild driving. As
the armament industry produced more tanks than were des-
troyed, replacemsnt of personnel was not always es good.
The tanks were sent directly to the front from the plant
ard often the orew consisted of laborers. The suscess,
bowever, was in no proportion to the loss of these skille
werkers, As experienced offlicers and WCOs were soon
killed, the leadership was iIn the hsnds of young officers
andfNCOs, During the greatest part of the war only the
command tank was equipped with radio installations, This
alone caused the pack-taotio. Tanks had to be ¢lose to--
gether and follow the leader, TIf the tank was deatroyed,
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eormand is the besis and preyrquisite for every tank-
taotic, Its lack was the great handicap of the Sovliets
and caused great losses,

. The training of the crews often was insuffioient, a
faot whieh found its expression partisularly in bad
sheoting. Therefore, the Soviets avoided, if possidle,
tank battles with us. Peoause of the lack of indivlidual
fighters he almost exclusively depended on mass and
merale effects, The teshniocally primitive and easyr to
handle tank favored short- driver training, Usually,
shey were sent to the factories, ~here they worked on
last assemdbly on thelr own tank, & method, whieh has
t0 be designated as an 1desl one and whieh should be
applied to the whole crew,

"~ In gensral, the leadershlp was inferlor to the
German, as well as that of the other branches of ser-
vioce, Individualiam and personslity was replaced by herd
instincs and natural 1aet£nct. Acoording to my oﬁinion,
initiative and reaponsibility were oppressed by the
sormissar-system, Conmissars and Pilotrukas were not
only the soul and rmotor of the fight, but they resisted
up to the end of the fight, If they were killed, the
resistance immedlately stopped.

8/P Guns

The Soviets tried to free the tank force from their
sommitment with the infantry, in order to assign it
operative mission after the regained freedom and develop~
ment of the tank force, .After the Cerman pattern S/P
guns were Joveloped and on battallon and dbrigade level
assigned to the infantry, As the development of shook-
artillery waa simultaneous and was very similar to the
S/P artiller’, clear characteristics soon vanlshed. The
developed types had the chassis of a T-%4 or a XK.™. I
and the suns had a calider of between 76.2 and 172 mm.

' During the fights of 1945 many 8/P guns appeared
with the sttsking infantry. But as, In most cases, .

they were committed like tanks and meny werc destroyed,
The last development, which ceame to the front only short-
1y before the end of the war and surpassed all other afp
gans by far, was the S/P gun SU-100. Strikingly low
strusture, great orulsing range, emazing ammunition supply
and favarable drive charascteristies, and a very dangerous

Approved g EWFTWiWﬁINRDP%mh 5@&&&0&3\&’-}



P rEmt 4T o

Approved For R 20011124 T S RDPd3-00415Rb0s506g80005 G N |

100-mm gun., Acocurscy of fire, effective range and foree
of perenssion meke 1t the hest S/P gun ever known to me,
The Germen tank of ty¥e 7I ("Tiger") was defeated from a
distance of 1,000 m with good success. "As seen from
sgptured documents and production lists, the motorization
of the Ned Army progresses consldersbly.

B, Fight Under TPecullar Conditions
(e} Tinter War

As the Soviets understand hew to adapt themselves
with renmerkable hardness, modesty and power of resistance
to the climetlc conditions of their eeintry, winter is
their elly, "hile our lomomotives froze, and the supply
solumns couldn't move in the deep snow, the Soviets dfs-
played an amazing mobility. The light vehicles were
placed on sledge rumnnders and the infantry received
skls and snow-shoes. Alrcraft and heavy Weapons &m -
well were mounted on sledge runners. 7Zince the front
1ine in winter corresponded to the locatddn of villages,
and one is forced to hold on these for self-preservation,
villages were, of course, the principal attack points
of the Soviets.,. The prerequisite for all of fensives was
the superhuman work of the population =hieh, brutally
forced, had to keep the sngply routes cleared and had to
carry ammunition and fuel to the front.

The Soviets were used to these conditions and felt
superior to us, Yevertheless the fast aecclimatization
‘of the German troops was surprising end often the student
surpassed his teacher. That the Soviets excellad us was
betcnuse e did not demand so muck of the population or
of our troops, vhich was net in accordance with our cultural
conceptions. Two examples may show this: During the
extremely hard winter of 1941/4% there weme meny ecasualties
due to freezing on both sides. Because it could not be
determined whether this happened voluntarily or involum-
tarily, this waes a time of voluntary mutiliations. When
the muwber of these cases inoreased with the troops oppo~
site to me, the Soviets 8réacribed e sentence of death
for freezing of limbs, Consequently, not ons of those
affected darcd to to the doctor but carried out Mis
duties. I sew Soviet soldlers with completely frozen
hands, They bandaged them with rags, and betwean the
fingers of the right hand there was a nail to meke them
able to pull the trigger. - During the seme winter the
Boviets Slew sabotage troops in our resr area. This
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oraft glided about 3 meters high over the snow, the oe-
supants were simply pushed out without parachutes. Two
thirds broke thelr necks or legs or froze to death bhut
the remaining third carried out the mission. And that
was the main point. Conoluding I stater Troops, wall
equipped, hard trained and eduocated for combat in bad
weather, need not fear the Soviets even in wintexr.

Mud and Rain Period

The mud and rein periods ir spring and fall are
feared with good reason and, as a rule, action decreases.
Besause roards sre generslly without any Tirm subgrade,
they must be blocked for traffic, because even & small
column can maks them permeamently unusueble., The firm
olay prevalling in the Tkraine 1s especially dangerous.

2 reinshower, lasting 5 mirutes can sugpend all traeffic.
The soil becomes somp-like and the slichtest slope is
insurmountable for vehicles, After teavy rains, main
roadls are sometimes covered with meter-hipsh mud, 8O that
even heavy traflers and tanks cannot move on these roads.
It is understandable that the supply traffic stopped oom-
pletely « no sufpiy, po offensive, The Soviets rot only
nede possidble the impossible, they even had trelr greatesi
guccesses, In winter tke troops were robilized with
sleighs, end the population toock care of the supply.

By an unbellevable improvizatlon, ammunition and fuel
ware shipped to the front , nostly carried by nen, T
remember one case! " "llvling conveyer™, 30 km long,
stretohed cross-country. "hile our leadership wes help-
1ess8 and our guns were gilent, because of lack of am-
munition, enemy tenks proke through our line, pulling
infantry-sleighs and foraod the defender to retreat.,

It tekes no imaginatlion to sec what has to -be left

. pehind under these olrcumstances, The Cermany Army

started these mud and rein periods wlithout ant prepa-<
ratory measures %taken, beoa Se time was always ghort, one
wes too optimistic and the ro0d weather had to be teken
advantage of. The development showed that the speed of
attack and the construotion of a road system in Nussie

has to go hand in hand.
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Tnis study is made neither under the impression
of the "Russensohreok"™ nor the defeat, Tt is an
attempt of & factual, resonsble representation frof the
front point of view. Even the Soviels are not super-
humen., 7Y referred to the guards units by inting
eut their oheracteristics. The mass were inferior and

wers effective only by reasoen of being there and having

nemerioal superiority.
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German ngg Tagtics jg ﬁgg §ﬁ§§'
efato pte:

As I ErGSuma that the reader will be f miliar with the
ertinent Yerman regulntions as well as the organizatlon of the
‘German tank divisi-ns, I shall, therefore, deal with those lssues

which were chrracteristic of the Russien Theater of wer. '

The evcnts in the following described took place in the wide
level traot of the Ukraine and Southern Russia as f r as the Don
River. Thils study refers to the oculminating point of the combat
action, It does not mention the first two years of war during which
time the Russians were absolutely inferior to the Germans regarding
armament and experience.

- 8Synopsis:

The German tanks proved excellent and, durlng the whcle war
no tanks of egual quallties appe~red at any front. "Panther", Tiger”
and "Koenlgstiger® were highly manoeuversble and had superior armor
and armement, Wot the design but the difficulties in the procurement
of material and substit:tes was reesson for many technical deficiencies.

A8 the present devglogment appérent;y made antitank guns superior
to tanks, two separate problems a:d lines of develonment arise
- regarding the ariored command:
(a) A heavy tank with strcng armor and a long-range gun which
is systematlio~lly to fight down the emeny antitank defense.

~{b) A medium tank which 1s to be an offensive weapon with high
speed and large crulsing radius and lesser armor and armament.

®Panther™ and "Tiger" tanks already had these quslitites., 1In
my oninion thelr weight 1s the absolute limit, for a further incrense
of weight would no longer maintain the balance betwegn advantages

and disadvantages.
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Normally my regiment would consist of two battalions equipped
with tanks "4" and "Panther" tanks reaspectively. At the end cof the
war I gommanded one mixed battalion (2 tank "4" companies and 2
"Panther" companles), and one "Koenigsti-er" battalion. Regarding
the varlety of combat missicns and the different manoeuverabllity of
the tank types this oomposition was an extremely bad cne, Cn the
basls of my experience in tak warfare I expressly recommended the
following compositions of a tank regiment belng an organioc unit of
tank divisions; i c

Two medium "Fanther™ (tank"™4") baftalions.

Opne armored in antry battalion (mounted on armcred personnel
carriers). ,

The "Tiger" battalion being a unit to be committed in the point
of main effort, should be assigned to the Corps., 1In all ccmbat
mlssicns the tank regiment cannot do without infantry. Once tank
and infantry troops are components of one battalion, cooperation
and, first of all, the feeling of sclidarity are essentlally better,
On fhe other hand, it was experienced that an infantry regiment
whioh agaln and egln had to detach one and the same infantry battalion
to the tank regiment 1s losing interest in the battalion concerned.
The battalion suffers under these ciroumstznces and its CC falls
between two stools. 4 tank reglment whioch includes an infantry
:?ttglion as an organlic component 1s most suitable for all combnt

ssions,

My regiment destroyed about 1,500 enemy tanks and lost about
500 of its vehicles. Out of these 500 vehicles, 15 ¢ were destroyed
by enemy tanks, 35 % by enemy tantitank guns and antitenk mines and
50 % were blown up by ourselves for varlous reescns, My regiment,
agoording to a rough estimate destroyed about 4 times as many cnemy
antitank guns as enemy tanks, The number of casualties among our
tank crews was surprisingly low, :

- Both the transmisslion of orders by radio and the fact that we
were always In the offensive were the decisive prerequisits for
successlful actions, ever when being 1n the defernsive against an
enewy greatly superior in number, Success was achieved only because
all officers - the regimcntsl commander dcwn to the youngest
lieutenant- stayed and fought in the tanks, -

We -lways felt superior to the Rusasinrns, a fact held up ouar
morale and besring until the End, -

The best wea;on should be manned by the best men.
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herefore, should be an elite foroe
ost careful pleked and tested men will
ments,

cmpete with the numerical superlority
problem to traln highly wunlified

spesinslists, The training was done by oontinuous courses conducted
in the rear of the fr.nt. Experlences made at the front were

eyaluated immedlately. Onl

y the most qualified officers and non-

commissloned officers were appolnted instructors. Overruling all

arguments I used to send %o
d1stinguished themselves.

the rear s ldlers who particularly
Such men, remining at the front, w uld be

seized by an efficlency complex and, venturlng too much, w:iuld soon

be killed.

Sand table exerclses,
o8t exerclses were the mos
uring the aforementlons co

rndlo-map cxercises and redio-ocommand
t valuable means of instruction
urses., If there was &ime to spsre before

important actions, I even trained my officers by bullding sand

models of the combat areas
attack in all detalls.

A highly wunlified t-n

{a) Marks-manship

soncerned and exercising the plrnnéd

k crew has to exel in:

(b) <ulck reception and correct execution of =11 aders
: transmitted by ra=dio

(6} Driving well and

Even at the front the
tralning. .

Cn par. (a}:
Improvised target rang
firing praotics with the tu

mounted with the tank gua.
the machine gun was dischar
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| Tactical instructlon w
transmission. The radlotel
the sand tables, in the ter
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' Tank drivers wers, 1f

corgsldersbly.

tank orews constantly underwent such

es, range estimation and continuous

rret machine guns which was coaxlally
In other words: the gun was layed and

ged - a useful and inexpensive meihod.

ng exclusively done by radio volee
ephcnes were dlsmantled and nlnced at
rain, or mounted on vehiocles. '

possible, sent as test drivers to the

tank plants apd to repair shon com anies in obder to complete thelr
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knowledge al@ne which i3 of deocisive importance. The tank driver

also has to sece, estimate and utilize the terrain, A this
q;alirled tank driver will often save a tank from destruection,

. In combat the infantryman rums or lays down. The same apnlies
to a muoch greater extent to the tnnk which essentially more attracts
the enesy fire. Therefore, a tank has the alternative elther to
80 full speed or to cover from view. The driver has to keep looking
for pessibilities to cover from view. He even has to develope a
Bénse for each lump in the ground and each hellow. "Jumplng" from
one cover to the other the tank 1s not easlly to be destroyed. A
gocd ariver should be an expert in utilizing the terrain, This is
even more important tiam to drive the tank for 8,000 km without
dlstgpbances, My most efficlent tank comanders have bheen drivers
before. The most succcssful one, who also distinggished himself
203t in the whcle sruy, destroyed about 150 heavy enemy tanks; a
surprising perforuance, whioch emphasizes the value of experienced
. Bpeolalists. -

The tank crew is living under a common fate. They must not
only have ccafidence in their weapon but they also must love it,
I used tc hild a little ceremony of a crew was to be assigned to
& new tank,

Each member of the crew signed a document, pledging himsel?
rather to dle before allowing the enemy to centure "his™ undamaged
tankd., This measure surprisingly raised the morale and the feeling
for golidarity, ‘ ,

The tank crews did not only regard thewselves as scldlers but
also as trustees of jroperty of the Geruan pecple. ZEven in Russia,
damaged tanks very often bad to be left in the enemy rear during
attacks., The crew always stayed with thelr tanks and had to
defend it until the end, .

. Under such circumstances, a single "Tiger" tank which had becen
damaged by an antitank mine and was upable to move, destroyed 27
attacking "T34"™ tanks by firing 3¢ rounds of ammuniticn within a few
mloutes, the last one friw a distance of 4 m. In the lcng run, succes
depends on scvldiers with firm character more than on goldiers with

& high degree of training. ,

. v
! : : R
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Attack,

When attaoking an enemy who 1s ready for, defenee crreful
planning 1s necessary. There was no attack by my division which -~

‘when carefully prepared - did not lead to success. In the East

we usually noved into asscambly meition and attacked at dawn.

In the attaok the tank regiment formed the oenter of gravity and
therefore, eould choose the terrain.' )

Usaally, one armored infantry battalion and one self-nropelled
artillery battalion were placed under my command, With the break-
through accomplished, the two battalions disengrged from the main
body and formed the direct pressure element.

The attack was carried out according to the usual rules.

1l - first tank wave was formed by heaviest tanks which were to
&estroy or neutralize the enemy antitank defense,

"8 = the seccnd wave followed about 500 m behind, protecting the

leading tanks agsinst oclose-coamb~t infantry. Simultanecusly
advaneing self-propelled antlaireraft guns effectively fought

infentry targets., The ccmpanies of the armored infantry battalion
advanced with the seccnd wave, All elements of the attack waves
¢losely cooperated in holding the enemy trench system under
permanent fire and this allowing the own infantry to follow up
and to clear trenches and foxholes,

In order to prevent separ-tion by any further resistance, the spee
of the tenks had to conform with the infentry. The tank orew fought
with high-explosive shells and machlne guns, the tsank comr ander with
hand grenades and submachlne gun, The tank commander, in order to
direct his tank, had to look out of the turret hatch despite he
was liable to be hit,

Owln;: to the n.ise of the tank engines volgce-communication with
the infantry was extreusely difficult. Radlo comszunicetion could nct
be applied since the tank radlo oper-tors were fully absorbed in the
radio tre flc of thelr own tenk unit. The tamks could most rapidly

- direct threir rire against ground targets 1f the infaatry indlic~ted

the direction of the target by me-ns of a signal plstol., In smcke
soreens, the tunks needed a oclose-in protection of 1lnfantry mounted
on tanks,

"t"‘,“.'
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The Russians were very easily irritated by smoke screens.
The combination of tank and armored infantry units proved extremely
successful, Technlque and morale were excellent 1f combats te~ms
- remained together. Iursult was done ln accordance with the usual
rules, It had to be continued by a'l meesns, even at night.

I. Tank againgt Took,

Ag, on the Cerman as well as on the Russian side, tanks were the
decisive means of combnt, the Germans used tinks in the points of
main e"fort, whether tank duels or tank battles were concerned (e.g.,
in the summer offensive of DYELGCROD where both the Germans and the
Russians concentrated 1,500 tanks in a small area)., The characteristic
difference in the manner of fighting was that we used brains and
the Russlans accelerator pedals. ”1sreg*rding any numerical
superiority of the Russiens, we always almed at flank at'ac:s, if
possible from both sides, with only weak forces contalning the
enemy in the front, .

The bdattalion commander or, at lemsst, the cosipany commander
deteriined the range, designatea and allcc ted the targets and
ordered the commencerent of fire, usually a salve of surprise fire,
which always proved 2 gres* success, 3everal enemy tanks were
destroyed at the zame time and the enemy withdrew panle-stricken.
The subsequent pursult caused havy losses to the enemy.

In combat against moving targets, 1t was unwise 1f each tank
ghoose 1ts own terget. Experlence proved that sudden concentrated
fire of only few rounds of ammonition was most suitable to achieve the
end in view. But fire ccntrol was necessary as exampllified 1n the
following: Order of 2 platcon le der: "INO houra = 800 - 3 enemy
tanks moving parallel to front - prepare surprise fire of theee rounds
by esch tank"™, TUpon rerort of the t-nks, the platcon le~der ordered
"fire" and esch tank fired three rounds. ‘

Advantages: ({a) The target is destroye@ at cne with certainty..
| " {b) Ammunition is suved.
- {e) The eneﬁy‘moréle is affected lmmensely.
. Before flring for effect at an enemy at long distnnce, the

sommanding officer detcrmines the range by trfal ’ire. The Russlans,
being supericr lp number, used to cherge llke ocavalry, firing a’l suns.
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sinee guch a cha ge %reatly affects the morale of those being
attacked, those the defenslve have to know that "who runs away

48 going to dle", whether it is tanks or in‘"antry. The defenders

who 444 not lo e thelr nerves and lmmedistely moved into position
were superlor to the headless cnslaught. 1In such a case tank
drivers being efficient and skilful in the utilization of the terrain
were of grest impgrtance, A sallent fector 1n the defense sgeinst
sugh charges, even of an eneny greatly suverior in number, was to
intercept with wesk forces the attack in the front and simuﬁaneously
to close in on the fanks. The Russian impetuosity usually resulted
in close eombat, They often even tried to ram. It also ha pened
that tanks of both sides passed eadh other at closest distance,
reversed thdr turrets and rired over the rear, “cmetimes the
Russians used smoke candles which, developing the typical black
Dlesel smoke, were tc simulate the bruning of t nks, Then they

‘ aa&bnly reopened fire,

Therefcre, each cnemy tank had to be fou%ht until ablaze, even
if 1% hed already been put out of acticn. ng to our superiority
regarding leadership and material we always had the initl-tive

ia tank battles. The Rugsinns were immensly afraid of the

"Tiger" tanks. Camcufalge palnting wes of special importance, We
not only painted our tsn:s a cording to the seasons hut also to the
golors pre?ailing,in the terrain ooncerqed.

The Eussian tanks arrived directly from the factories with no
gamoullage palnting at all., Belng bidck and prominent targets, the

Russian taniswere easlily s;otted and sighted at.

Tan k agalnst Aﬂtitank i,

I already mentioned the decisive rola the Russian antitank -uns
played. The fight against antitank guns was a dally problem to us.

“hlthough the layman may belleve that it is more difflcult to
destroy tanks than antitsnk suns, a trsnk crew will inow that the

fight against an antitank guns is the hardest.
Characteristics of RussianAantitank tactics:
- {a) All guns were dag‘in>up to the barrel.
{b) Excellent camouflace..

{c) Comméncéméntiof fire at shortest distance on'y.

' s : 5
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{4) Guas could ve traversed by 360°,
(e) ZLlev.ted position preferred.

German countermensures:
(a) Careful examination of the terrain by field glasses,
{b) Advance only undég the covering fire of part of the force.
{o) Expoitation of the greater range of cur guas. ‘
(a) Cencentreted fire of several tanks.

(e) ZEmployment of high-angle weapons (mortars end heavy
' infantry guns). & ,

It ought to be the mission of artillery or zir forces tc Tight
& concenir-ted antitank defense as well as lndividual antitank gans.
As we seldom had such support tanks only were successful if their
erews were willing to secrifice themselves. This method, however,
incurred very heavy losses so that the att ck ccould not be continued.
My regiment destroyed the gre-tes number of antitank suna, To - ‘
fight antitenk guns, we applied twc tactios which I should like to
deslgnate as follows:

1. The Gerzan or methodical tactics,

‘2, The Russisn tactios in Germen version,

gn par, 1:

The tank unit, ad.ancing in 1ine formaticn, from time to time
sto red in order to obgerve. Such stops were only made in favorable
terrsin, mestly in reverse-slope positicns, The fereground was
systematically serutinized by all tank commanders, Any spotted
targets were destroyed by sudde: concentration of fire by platoon
or comppny. Reverse-slope positicn: were preferred as they increased
the effective range or our runs. The stereoscéric tclescopes with
which we were equlpped, were cf special importance,

<
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88 par, g,i The ta ks were formed to attacking groups and fifing'
(groups., e T'ring group consisted of heaviest t .n:a, These,

firing all suns, raced tc-ards the targets and rolled over the
antitank guns positicns., The firing of machine suna was of immense

 importance in this action, All other tanks provided protective fire.

This taotlcs was very risky and called for very courageous tank crews.
It possibly oould turn out badly especially 1f the antitank guns were
rototed by a cordca of antltank mines -8 close-in rrotesticn.
his tactics, however, gre-tly affected the mcrale of the defenders.
A few flgures w111 explain the mass engagerent of Russian antitank-
gume . Cnoce we Jdestroyed 52 heavy antlitank cuns, emnloyed in an area
about 300 b; 300 mw, whioh were tc prctect the highway ncrth of
SHITCKIR. “uring an attack ncrth of SHIT(VIR we Jdestroyed 128 anti-
tank guns whlen bre king through the lines of 6 Russian divisicns.,
Teking the "Grau" bridgehend, - in spring 1945 - my regiment destrcyed
more than 400 heavy antitank guns =2nd guns within four days. Only
7 out of the about 50 tanks of my regiment were nct damaged. :

Tanks agalnst Infentry,

The shortage in amzuniticn grevented,us from filring at erch
foxhole, Ag we 414 not very much affect the Russian inTantry which
was dug 1n and excellently camcuflaged, we restricted our fire to
the support of our own in‘antry. The‘ﬁussians in the flre-trenches
were kept down by wmachine un fire, so that armored infantry could
advanee, which in turn paved the way for the followlng Infantry.

A difticult and dapggerous nisslon alwoeys was the fightlng cf the
numerous antlt nk rifles. On the heavy Russlan ground, it wes risky
to roll over foxhcoles, trenches and dougouts as the tanks were
liable to sink in. A tank deprived of lts manocuverabllity easily
falls a prey to daring defenders. The Russian "Molotov ~ocktails"
and antitank hand grenades were hardly effective bebzuse of our
system of mutual survelllance. Welther at the EBastern nor at the
Weatern front, my regliment lcst a tank on z count of close-combat
munitions, Cnce the enemy gave up hlz position and ithdrew no one
esoaped the pursulng tsnks and eSpeciaIiy the armored personnel
garriers. '

Tanks against artillery,

-In the East - contrary to the West - there was no artillery ire
through which we were not able to pass easlly. Yoncentrated German
artl lery rirec always dispersed the Russlan tanks or forced them to
withdrew, The enemy never was able to do so. It was our princinle to
pass under artil ery fire of the enemy with wide-open throttles. If
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¢aught by artillery‘fire'durinﬁ an engﬁgement, our tanks ev-~ded
their fire by maneuvering bak and forth. Prerecuisite: Exact
transmission of orders by radigéglastic change of formation,

In camse our tanks broke through as for as to the firing peitions

of the enemy artillery they fought against suns like agsinst anti-
tank guns,

Antitank mines and rntitank ditches.

: When attncking an enemy ready for defense, antitank mines and
antitank ditches had to ve expected at all times. Therefore,
infentry and englnecrs had to advance before or together with the
tanks. If we met with antltank mines and ditches while advancing
alone, we applied the following mehods: ,

{a) Swmall mine flelds were marked and bypassed.

{v) If a large mines f1eld or antitank ditches blbcked the

advance, all tanks were 1mmediately informsd by radio,
stopped and cautlously withdrew.

It was fundementally wrong to stop in front of sueh mine obstacles
since they were§protected usnally by antitank uns, tanks or artillery.
In such instsnces the t-nks withdrew and effort was made to re-
gonnoiter the terraln for a bypasalng way. The loss of time was
always worthwhile. Only 1f there was no other possibility, 1anesf
had to be clesred noross the mine field. Special tanks were ordered
to support the working armored engineers. If the slvance was continued
1icht tanks led with all other tanks following their tracks. Tnhis
way only ‘light tanks eould strike a mine, Thus a lo of material
was saved. In concluslon it may be steted that the Pussian mines had
1ittle effect., Trey were, however, dsnperous because they could not
by locnted by mine detectors and because they were protected by
antitank guns.

Pursult.

4 The principles of pursult corresponded to the usual rules.
Direct pressure elements first 1-cluded tanks and secondly motorlzed
infantry. The armored group comprised all armcred comnonents of the
division, wit: the exception of self-propelled guns which had to
stay with and supnort the in' sntry. Furtherumore a reconnalssance
patt=lion was attached to oy regiment in the case cf large-sc:i-le
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The groups were named according to the mission ccncerned: elther
armored group, direct pressure group or comb-t group. Compensation
of all branches of service was lmportant for successful operestlons.
Wo definite torpets were indlicsted but resulted from the development

. of the action. The commanders at higher headauarters made thelr

dedsions according to the situaticn revorts by the armored #roup.
Declislve results and destruction of the enenmy could be reached

" only by continuous pursuit, disreg-rding time or weather. The

Bussian comnissars often manges to stop stampeding troops and %o
reorganlize them intc an imprcvised resistance, in sur-risingly little
time, Cwing to the fact that Cerman troops alwsys dlscrn*linued
parsult at nightfall, the Russians, asccording to thelr own strtem-
ments, often escaped disaster. I my unit was assisned to pursult
misslons it was always sucessful within the limlt of gascline and
amnunition, Usually our own invantry could not follow up so that

“my unlt was repeatedly cut oif. [e.g., comultment in the Eifel Mts.)

Therefore, the speed of the pursuit group hed to c.nform to that
of the infantry fcllowing behind., 1If possible, T senarated some
tenks, which were in w-d41o contnmct with us and h'd the mission to
protect the supply vehicles, by applylng the ccnvoy sgstem. It
we discontinued tho pursult, e lmmedistely took up defense,positicns,
i.e, all-around defense. The tanks hsd to be withdrrwn for a
teohniocal check. In spite of the argumenis of the infantry it was
aunwise to leave them in the defense position day ~nd night. The
Russlan method of cooperstion between tanks and antitenk zuns was
essentlislly vetter.

Tanks conjuer the terrain ani antitank -uns hold it, This
method not.only provided for the emplyrent of the right vearon in
the right pl ce but also increased the physicel fitness of the tank
erews and saved m terial. ' /

Hight attagk,

Might attacks of tanks were not even disclhssed for a long time.
During tie winter of 1942-1943 I conducted scme successful attacks
at night and was at once marked an "expert”. This reputaticn
never let me get a rest. Tank attaocks at nicht are only to We
oonducted in excepti-nal cnses and must not be made a rule. The

followin_ issues are prerequisite for nisht attrcks: |

1. Suitable'térrain.

2, At lenst thgeelqugfter mcon in summer and three nuarter
moon at the most in winter. ) '

3. The enemy must not be rendy for defense,

Approvedﬂfﬁ%l{se 2001/12‘%9:'&

AT
R




™ &

SEGRH 1g sl AL o AT

~ Approved For Release 2001/12/05 : CIA-RD §3;00435R00850008Q905;4-
R P Iy % & By | EE A B ’*‘_’f

4. The attaciklng force must be an organic unit of tanks and
armored infantry (battmlicn om armored personnel carriers).

The morale effect oaused by the nolse of the flat-trajectory
shells and peculiar roar of engines and chalns at ni -ht, was decisive :
in all nizht attacks., In other words, the tank paralyses the e emy
morally and the armored infantry meanwhile rushes in for clos-comb t.
A& salient factor for the preparations of a ~ight attack as that
all scldiers intensively studled the maps. The flatness of the
sountry makes drieantation very diffiecu’t, even when using a grro-
compass. It was necess'ry to cover up the exhaust opening in order -
to prevent the dashing of burning gas, ~ecanse thos little flames in
the t-nk's re:r are orominent »oints of alm to the enemy antitank runs

ﬂsually we hzd the following missions:
-1, Counter=ttacks in order to regain lost positicné.

2. Herrasslng attacks into the enemy resr area after +hitdh v1e
retre ted ipmedintely.

3. Attsckin_ of so heavily ocou~ied locallities th-t they could
- not be attacked in daytime, v ‘

- I a local attack w»s directed agslinst new vpositicns we ad-
vanced, extended in width, with the first moon. Cur infantry cither
mounted the tanks er followed behind. If the enemy opened the

fire we speedily advanced, firing all ~uns. TUnron arriving st the
 trenches and pockets of resistance, infantry cleared them out while
the tanks took up limited pursuit. In these o-ses the Russians
easlly gsve way, so that our casualtles were surprsingly low,
Agaln, the most difficult rroblem was to Tight the enemy antitank
guns., As the Russian antitank gunners hesrd the noise of the
advaneing tanks veyy soon they hnd time for preparation and,
knowing the terrsin and ranges ocncerned, they were superlor to the
tanks. The tsnk 1s not able to destroy the antitank ~un by highé
explosive shells for the following reasons:

{a) The tank gunner is blinded by the muzzle flash of the
antitank guns. ’

{b) The tank qommahder gannot detersine the rrnge.

. . . ’

{e} It is to d-rk to aim desnite the 1lluminrted telescopic

A TT Y
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‘We successfully a-plied *he following methods:

1. Ocncentr-ted fire of machlne guns by nesrby tanka. Y¥&ve

distant t-.nks stonped thelr engines and rired hish-exnlosive shells.
Meanwhile armored infentry bvpassed the enemy antitank gun positicns
and attacked from the flank.

2.'-Thé Ryussian antitank cunners were blinded by pyrotechnics and
subjected to permanent machine gun fire hy one tank, whilec the other
tanks, ocming from arother directiocn, overrun the antitank cuns,

%, Employment of improvised search 1ights compiled with tanit suns.
Though belng rother primltlve, the searchliphts mroved very sucoess-
ful, all the more n8 a gerrchlirht is hard to hit. This method,
however, requires team-work of tanka. 1f we had the mission to t-ke
back a place Just congue-ed by thc enemy, we used the Russi=sn m thod.

We had to decelve the enemy as we werc not able to surprise.

{a) Massed trnks formed clearly discanible targets which
absorbed the eneny's attention, Keanwhile own armored
infantrg {on armored personnel ~arriers) attacked from

the other zide, Firing all gun3 they rashed through the locallity
congerned leaving it at the other end. The houses were put ablaze

by flame throwers and sclderlns lamps. Tanks exploited the nanioc
and, firing all guns and machine guns, penetr-ted the place under the
support of inf=ntry.

{») Baployment of loud spe~ker trucks which played records re-
producing the nolse of tanks tn order to cecelve and harass the
enem . . ' . , .

' {¢) “iverting of th- enemy's.attention by a sudden concentration
of artillery Tire, vhich simultanecusly drowned th nrise of ~ny
‘gdvancing tanks, Was the mlssicn fulfilled, the tanks withdrew and

antitank guns advanced.
Og par 2.4

| 8upply. bases, important roads and artillery emplacerments were
attacked, %1ao in these cases the Russlan methcd can be rather
effectively a plied. The Russlans excol e ntly nrotected thelr reer
 ares., Theref:re, we hnd to dbypass loealities, reasining out of renge
of the enemy antltank guns. Wle never moved aleng roads but =lways
went ocross-country. We rlways fired some preventive shells if we
approached underpasses, bridges, etc. ‘
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We were very successful when, beling unnoticed by the enemy, Ve

got lato line with enemy columns. This way, the Russlans never
oared about us :nd we could drop pretence at the right moment.

(Once we had to lesve behindg cne "Tizer" tank dur to radiator
defect. During the night, the tank joined a Russian infantry column
for about 40 kam, and Rucsian soldlers even carried more than 400
gallors of water to refill the tank., The following morning the

tank rejoined our unit. (¥o one of the crew spok: Russlan!))

Gooperaticn with the alr Force proved very sucocessfull to
improve orlentation in the terrain, I .dividurl oirersnft marked
roads and targets by parachute-flaresa. Thereby the enemy was blinded
and deceived by the noise of the aircreft, a fact which wes of gre t
importance. .

-

On pe . 3.1

Such attacks I ccnducted only at the end of the war, at normal
times I would Lave refused to do so. PFallure or success depend on
the most trifling incldents. In any cr-nse, night attacks are conduct-
ed only in emergencies, 1f an attack in dnytime appears hopeleas
because of both the enemy's superiority in number and the dis-
advantageous slituaticn of th. own troops,

While mosping - the "Greu" bridgchead in the spring of 1945,
I attacked three villages in thrce subsequent nishts. The villages
had been the last strongholds of the Russizn; they were very vdl
protected and fanctically defended. ({Incidentally, the Ruszsian
ocmanders were by radic continucusly thrertened with capital
punishments in case t ey surrendered these placcs.)

Furthermore, the foreground of the villages was densely. ccoupied
by lnfantry with mines and numerous dug in flame throvers. Eneny
artiilery, belng employed on top of a hill, commanded the area to
such an extent that we could not move during daytice. As our infantry
was totally exhausted snd nceded,tank suppert, at le-st, to bolster up
their mcrele. I decided to participate in this ancticn, agalnst all.
resson =nd tank toctlcs, These were tho most important prepsrations:

{a) Palnstackincly correet information on the terrain,

(b) Allocation of smell hills as firing positions for the tank
. aompanlcs, R ,

v(cd Surveying of all distonces and drawing of target sketches
for ccnoentrntud fire by tsnks at night, o
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{a) Thorough understanding with the in‘antry.

 %ogether with the infantry about 40 <amks of my unit launched
et the attack at half-moon. The tanks quickl.y separated from the
infantry and moved to the firing pesiticns allocated the day bhefore.
The tenk opened up with concent a cd fire, using only as much
amnnnltlon as ordered Yefore. Meanwhile the infantrymen arrived
at the tanks, and together we pcnetrated the eremy positi ns. After
short close-combat fightlng, the eremy stampeded to the viilage.
When pursulng the enemy, 50% of my tanks hit ujcn mines. With the
remslning tanks I advanced amongst the retrcating Russians, thus
runnlng under the e.emy barrzge fire which was opened instently.
We were gseparated from our iafantry whioch ~a3 forced to dig in.
(The terrain was flooded by 20 cm of water.) With five tanks I
sucoeeded in pouetrating the villsoge together with tho retrecating
Busslan infantry. The eemy took to flight, Four hcurs later we
were relleved by cur own imfantry. Ly unlt suffered no casualties
- regarding personnel; cnly one tank was destr-yed and 28 %tanks were
damaged by mines but could be repalred within two days.,  Cur two
lafantry reglments suffered about 650 casuclties. The attacks
during the followln. nights were similar and under similar circum-
stances.

‘Bxperlences: 4t ni.ut, diﬁect tanl: fire is wore effective than
durling daytime. Even the Tussians are losing thelr nerves,

2, The attack of t:nks and infantry has to be launched from two
different directions, as the defensivc Tire concentrates upoa the
tanks and causes too heavy lo- ses aczong the infantry. The tanks,
for thelr cwn protepticn, have to be accompanied by infantry cn
arrored personnel csrriers,

‘3. The maln eflect of the tanks: (a) The mere faot of their
presence. (b} Deccption of the enexy ccnoerning their strength
by ccnstant cvading mcvements, (¢} The roar of the tani enrines.
{@) Concentrated fire in salvos according to plan {up to 10 extra
boxes with shells were mcunted on the resr},

, has to
4. Inlentry/penetr-tef the enemy positicns ahead of the tanka
otherwise 1t would 1lmply suliclde. To suumarize it can be st ted:

Hight ati:cis of tanks are the last and highest test, 3uccess de-
pends on both ovoper=ticn between armored 1nfentry and tanka and on
painstaking preparations. “uccess can be surprisingly great with
surprisingly swall losses, Tanks attacking at night must olofsely
sooperate with alroraft.
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Due to lmmensely extended fronts and th. numcrical superiority
of the enemy, the Germon lines could only be held by applying
ffenslve defense. If we kept absorbing the enemy's attenticn, the
snemy could not put into effect his plans for attacks. Alsc in the
defense, the tank was onc of the most ilmportant weapons and always
had to be kept in the resr, ready for action, It alweys was the
desire of th infentry to equally distribute the tanks in the rear

- of the defensive sector. This should never be done. Who wants to

protect everything, dces not protect znything. In order to protect a

- positicn, the followlng methods wers used:

1. Aantitank sun nests were dug in th: maln defensive area
~acoording to the Russlien pattern.

2., Salf-progeiled guns were ccncentrated at and placed at the
#1dposal of the command posts of lohntry regiments.

3. The tanks were asgembled in a village or woods in the imnme-
diate rear of areas which were sult=ble for enemy tank
attacks. <Cnc group of these tarnks was zlternstely alerted
to come to the aid of the infantry at once. The tank
orews stayed 1in thelr tanks, the englnes were kept warm,
and the tank ccamanders malntalned constant telephone

_eontact with the infantry comirand posts concerned. The
prénciple mission of such employment was: (a) To repel
enemy tank attacks. (b) To attack lmmediately any
enemy troops who pcnetrated the lines of the own infantry.

Prerequisite for such missicns were a clcse contact with the
infantry and current information on both the terraln and enemy
movenents. 4ll officers and tank commanders had to weslk through
the defensive sectgr before and had to be able to find thelr way

uring very dark nights, the way w=s marked with
paper.) Furthermore, tank emplacements/built within the main
defensive area. v were

- We uscd to dig up holes ln reverse glopes from which only'

- turret and gun of tanls, which mcved in, projected. The tank

oon-anders also had to vc famillar with the positicns of adjacent
troops. If there was encugh time {even if there were only two d=ys)

8 82nd oodel of the terrain,eo?oarnedzwgs improvised, on which the
- ' . . s AL e 0 - - e
tank commpanders received thorough instructi n, . -~ . ..
, ‘ CUETEE T ALY Wit
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If the enemy attacked, all tanks had to be ready for action
within five minutes, The ocommnandi ng officer of the alerted tank
group drove to the comrand vost of the infantry commander, obaerved
the development of the sltuatlion and was in current radlo contact
with this unit, When Russi»n tanks advanced, the alerted group
took up the prepsred psitlons and frontally stopped the attack.

The comnanding positicns on reverse slopes were always the reason
“for intial success. .ifter the initial shock, the enewy was contained
in the front and annihilated from the Tfianks., Usunlly the Rugssian
furiously drove headlon intc our lines, and thus into destructiocn,
During the summer offensive of DRTEIGONCD (1943) the eneny, advancing
in ? width of about 800m, ove run our infsntry which had dug in on

a hill,

I had an under-strength tank battallion waiting on a reverse slope.
Our tanks zllowed the enemy tatks to approach closely and destroyed
them from a distance of 200 down to 10 m. Tosether with infantry
we destroyed all 189 Russian tanks (24 of them in close combat), If
the enmy took to flight, he was pursued up to a limlited derth, the
mine fields in front of our own lines peraitting. :

To take countermersures ageinst Russien infantry penetrrting
during daytime was no problem at all. In such cases, 1t was cn'y
essaentisl to "pe in time", a matter of thor-ugh orpanization. The’
meagures taken during nicht attacks were ccrresnonding: 1f the
R.s3lans knew that we disposed of tank. they would conly attack with
infantry. The morsle e feot of a tank counterattack was sarrrisingly
high, on the port of the offensive as well as of the defensive
forces, Chee the infantry acrually gains confldence in "their"
tanks and 1s never disappointed, the infantry «i'l alwaya hold thelir
positi~ns until su>rortine tanks arrive. Ground signals blinded us
and reduced aour fighkting power. The infantry, therefore, had to
be instructed reg-orilng tank tactics,

' The 6o nterattack was always a questlon of time., An lmmedliate
gounterattask alw ys had 1ts affect on the Musslens. 1In the
defense of a village, our tactics were similar to the Russian
tactics. Half of the success Gepended on a tlorough =tudy of all ,
 possibilities arising in combet, this excluding mommnts of surprise,

' Usually nothing could co wrong, if all tank crews were familiar
with the terrain and had welked through the ares before. We had the
following principles:
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{a) The stand-by positions of tanks dependéd on the terrain and
the ziven conditions regerding cover. The tanks stayed together in
gompanies at lenst,

{b) Comnending officers of tank an? infantry units were located
in one cocnmand ost, '

{e) Dlans were worked our for alferts during bdth day and nicht,

{d) Protecting tanks were placed at sndnngered nolnts (if there
was encugh time tanks were dug in)., The positicns occupied in A=y-
. time varled frouw tiose ccou-ied at night. 41l tanks were connected
by telephone,.

{e) In :mergencies at night, tanks fourht outside of villages.
If pogsible, the enemy was taken in th: falnk by concentr-ted counter-
attacks, Tanks in a burning village were immensely handicapped.
{Fire-flashes, smcke, scintiliation, silhouettes) A t nk being
aged as stntlcnary anti ank cun, lost half of 1ts value by belng not
eble to move, Towns were defended according to the Russlan Fattern,
Effort was alwoys made to keep the tona together. Tanks shoald not
be separsted und att:ched to Iinfaniry unlts. Sometimes it was harder
to eonvinee the superior infantry comander than to fight the enemy.

E., Combat Team,

During the last*wo yesrs of the war, Iincreasing imnortance was
etributed o the coab 't team, consisting of at least one trnk battalicn
which - supoorted by other wes ons - was »ble to flght independently.

‘Like expediticning elements, ccmbat teams were sent ahead or

left behind. hey were of particular importance Auring offenaive

- aefense and withdreswals. Tge tank 4ivisions, on account of thier
equipment and orgahlzaticn, were first tc develop such combot teams.
Some capable officers oon became outstaniing combsat team commanders.
This development, however, ilmprovised at first to increase fishting
power, eventually dlsrupted the lntegrity of the "aruy mechinem™.
The ccmbat team commanders like the way of independent fighting and
the absence of interferring superios, DSuch offlcers nct only were
wholly 1lndependent but evertually tcok the co-duct of operaticns into
their own hands so that division commanders often had to conform to
such ambitious "young men®, The ariuored element of the tank division
- in this oazse also called combst team - included all armored vehicles
with the exception of self-propelled guns. The -riored wean ons were
reinforced by arti lery units (75 mm and 105 mm runs on self-pro-
peiled mounts.) Furthermcre, the hirh-angle wea-ons of the ar:ored
infantry battalicns have to menticned (heavy 150 mm #elf-propelled
infantry guns, called "Grille" and mortars mounted on -rumored personnel
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The eamy wos very much afraid of the "Grille". 1In spite of the
fact that the time during whiech I commanded a comb~t team in
numerous engagewents was the most independent and satlsfactory one
of my whole carcer as 4 scldier, and des»ite ths “act that we were
_suryrisingly gucgessfulover agal nst radiculous suall logses, 1 do
declline the coub .t team as a standerd unit and recommend 1ts en-
‘ployement in cases of Lmergency only. The combat team was a
typleal feature of warfare in the Esagt, where it was not the
technigue and mJtcrial ‘h=t mattered but the initiative of the indi-
vidual, Yet, there is no dcubt about the fzct that it were the come
gat geams or the tank divislons which prevented zn early bresi:down in
bgslsa, , '

Yithdrgwal,

A prolanged ani regular withdrawal is the most difficult way of
fighting sincé 1t obllgea the trocps to the grestes extent of g- 1f-

- maerifice, murale, and disclpline and necessarilg results in the
destruction of the tanke foree. The comtinucus
- pevealed 3an unpreced@ﬁtéd lack in responsi:ility and decision.

sermnan withdrawal

" “.The Germsn High Coummand, which arbitrarily remcved and replaced

" eomuanding officers, felt surrounded by an atmcsphere of distru-t

and uncertalinty and had to make decislicns cn the basis cof fabriceted
and false reporta, The conduct of war, orlginally based eon sclence
and tradition, wecvme an improvisation whiéh, in the ond, wrs just
& ¢over name for ”inoapduil¢ty The purzose of a withdrrowel is to
galn time, )

A8 Russlan tanis were the princlvle wee ~ons of wursuit, cur
rear guards hnd to formed by tanks, tuo. Thls mennt a dissipation
and flna?lf the desiintragistion of cur tani ‘orce.

Mﬁh

Usuglly, our recr guards were formed by small armored wroaps,

supported by egglncers equ¢pced wilth mines, In order to enble

the infantry to t-ke up new vosltions, the resr gusrds almnst
exclualvely had to sacritice themselves in such missions, Long-
rapge T!ring and retreat in pahses char-cterized such «ctlens,
Damaged or unservicelbble tanks were salv-ged hy - racker platoons.
If the retreat tock longer than three dajs, the salvage of asuch tanks
wag ‘no longer ossi“le. The crewsof damaged tanks had to fleht antil
the 1-3t moment and then to blow up their tanks, having removed

.opties an? arus, Tanks salvi ged by wrecker pla%oons often 4id nct

arrive =t the repair ~hops, bocause the whole hinterlsnd wes in
'mﬂtiuﬂ too. Effort was made to malntain constrat radlo contact
with the ir shop com anles,
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Daring the retreat in Hungarla, my unit often towed up to
80 dsmuged tanks wh'ch, however, had to be blown up sooner or later,
The Russian always followed in the direction of the wezkest re-
sistence. Jeldom the Russionas fou ht cur resr gusrds, they rather
~ bypasged, so that we were qulckly cu®t off. In soring 1945, 1 irove
for three days in the wmidst of a Russiqn supply column, right behlnd
thelr direct presasure detachment, alwsys trying to reach my division.
Evasice momercnts es eatlally have to confcrm to the terraln. If,
due to the luck of respeonsibvbliity and for rersons cf presti-e, the
retrest is limited to only few meters daily, it is imnossible to
ccntaln the spery from out new positions, azd the retreat scon turns
a stanpede. Counterattack 1s neocess-ry in crder to dlsengsge from the
enemy withcut being noticed. Cnly local success enabled our infantry
to ig in again.

The gountersttaok.

The prinsiple:"If cnce 1s to weak for Zefense, cne has to
attack™ proved true =nd saved us in numcrous ¢ ses (e.z. the
"Eirfel™ offensive which was conducted to gz:uin time.) In sursult,
the Russions were always extromely o-.reful, even “hen being greatly
sudeessful., If Russlan direct pressure det-chrmonts were stopped,
they lmmedlately dug in., Innumerasble antitenk ~uns ¢-ome to the
front lines erecting an insurmountable w-11l behind whieh the tanks
returned. The Russian proteotion against back-storkes and their
method <f not to overstrain thelr armored units during pursalt, was
absolutely outstanding. Therefore, we had to resort to counter-
‘attacks which took thc enemy by surprise. If cur counteratt ok hit the
rnoving enemy from an unexpected directicn, it cculd be of decisive
importance. 4 clessic excmple wa3s the battle of KM HKOV in Jen 1943,
After we had reconguered the town by throwing in all available troops,
the Russlans, coming fr m the East, launched a counterattack of a
~whole tenk army. 43 a defense seemed to be absclutely hopecless,
the German comsond decided %o launch a counterattock, Ny armeored grour
succeeded to cverrun the Russi n adv nee elements, to drive through
seven Bussian 3i/isivns and to take the town of BYTLGURCD which w B
‘located 80 km to the rear (without loosing onc men),

The enemy was completely taken Ly surprise, lost his heed and his
sounter-ttack tunred 1rto an irrsgulat withdrawal. At the end of.
the wab, thc Runslsans never attacked without being supported by tanks.
If we succeeded in destroylng these tan's, our own trocps had —ncugh
time to take up new positicns. In spring 1945, I manecged to destroy
- at such an assignment - wlth only 24 tanks 148 "Joseph Stalin®
tanks within oae 4=y, This 4id not only delay the large-scale
offensive for VIFWIA, but also prevented my army from belng sur-
rounded, Summar® ing, the following can be stated: Our counter-
attacks wer: lead by armcred advance elements, The aim was to
annihilApfrovgttFarRdease 04412/ 05 rCIARDIg3:Q0449R005008@00ebured 1T

the mowing enemy could be _toke isa, Th. e~emy inf~ntry -
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at such occasiins - niver managed to take up regular defense positiads.

Winteg-ﬁg;,,

Since, in Hintcz, the Russians 414 not ‘BO over to n091tian

, warf re but doubled th:ir efforts to keep muving, we vere forced to

revise our tectics, If one wanted to remain master of the situs =tico,
one had to breck gl! troditlctal rules and kad to fight the Russians
by applying methcds of théilr own. The Russian ~inter o fénsives
econstituted part of thelr psycholo ieal warfare. In eommemorstion
of the w-r abk¢not Map oleon, the Ru:sians exploited the ccniltions
of the terraln, the nzture of tiler country znd the weatner, thus
giving thelr actions a nimbus of fright, horrdr and superhuman
qualitites., There is nc doubt, thls my&trr, dernly affected the
Cermran soldlers. Intensifled trainiﬁg +nd constens appeals to
efficlency and the feeling of superiority had to make the Cerman
aol&ier ;it.

: X beceme our practice to train - oldiers fcr combe t in bad v
weather, If the elemy appezred under protection of drrkness in s
1lght raln, we anpe red during pltoh-dark ni chtg when it wes
ralning liﬁc hel*, If the enemy attucked when it wes s»- ouinm,
we attaesed durlnz sncw storms. In othex words‘ If, one w-nted to
malntain oneselfl and even be successful, the se'f-confidence =nd
morale of the troops h=4 to b increased by dex:nding extrcae
aehievcment from them. Iss.es relating to technique and sup ly
were our ma‘n prchlems, Almoat ell cur sdsigaments were to take
er hold localitles. Cur metheds of lghting corregsponds to those of
the Russiens, It was my princiyle to attack in ettrcﬁeiy bod weather,
thus tesking the enemy by surprisc. e were very successful ihis

‘way and terrified the Rusaslans. The disedvantagcs by the continuous

Festwind were balanced ty_the ‘dvantages during our aL*rcks.
(a} Disadvantages:

Extremuly t2d sight; injurles by ffeezing; icing cof
optles an‘ protectoscopes. ‘

{b) Asdvantages:

1. The enemy d1d not he-r tha noise of the tonks so
that we were a le to appesr b surjrlse; nc reductlon
of visib*lit; because of muzzic- 01th SHuke.

The last issue i3 most imwortant singe 1t great*y incre-sed the
rate of fire, In ocase of tank tucls, the Rurnlans were hindered by
thair own @u zle- »laat smcke which eondensed in frunt °of thier tanks,
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Ian case of long-range weanons duel, it was essential to take
up positions where the snow was frozen or vlown awsy by the 2 nd 8o
that, hen firing, no snow clouds were kicked up and unmasked the
position of the tank, Due tc zood visibility, night attacks during
wlnter time prosed ide~l. During all four winters in Russian the
snow conditicns,apart from snow drifts, were no obastacles for our
tanks, The Germon planning did provlide shelter for «wve»alr shop
tnstallationa, Repalr shop personnel were often forced tc work in

the ojen for 24 hours a dey. Al least they should he provided with

tents. Summarizing, the following is stated: For our winter w-rf-re
we h:d to touchen our troops ~nd to accustom them to the roush Russlan
alimate. Onee our tro ps got accustomed an? realized that the
Russland were only human beings who suffered from cold as miuch as ve
414, they were nc longer afrald during the winter, The same applied
for the "mud and rain” sesson. ‘ _ :

{
The most danccrous cnemy weapong,

1, Tanks: "T34" "I", "Jasef Staline”, SU-100" Sp sruns,
heavy antitank runs of. 76.2 mm cnlirer.

g, Antltank guns, medinom antitonk guns of 38 ma caliber -iith
acnlcal barrels. -

3. Wooden bos mlnes.
4, opntitank rifles.
5, Heavy mortars of 132 mm c¢allber. .

6. Bxplosive ammunition for infantry rifles and machine guns,

. DEficiencies of mﬁr tanks,”

Cur tanks suffered from the following defeclencles, necescitating

‘the following lmprovements:

1. Greater‘cruiéing radius.

8; Better sighting méchanisms and range finderé.-
‘3. Smokeless powder.

4, Besrchiights eodpied to gunsQ

5. Téank commander as gunner,
Approve se 2001/12/05 ; |A-RDP83-00415Rb08500080005-4
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fﬂ;“lerotective clothing.

:57. Better volce-radio equipment.

This 1szue w-s mentioned before, I agaln refer to

n Jhere tanﬁ guns viere developed most rapidly, the

- sigh ng mechaaism w~8 herdly imsroved, BRetter enlargcments =nd

‘ ed?ustable field of view are required. OSu-cessful firing derends
~on tralning and skill of the wan who operates the rangg-finder. :

It skeunld be possible to design a ronge finde which is coupled with
the telescoplc sicht (as in a “eloa camera) in order to relieve

the gunner,

On ar, 3, The burni-g resldue escaping the cjected cartridges
‘,Kaagerousfy affeéted the crew., The ventilators 4ld not suffice so
that the crew was subject to nauser during prolonged ccib t.
Sometimes, the smo' e within the t:nks prevented the crews from
participating in fu ther combat. The muzzle-blast smoke th”yS un-
mesked thc own posliticn and hindered the own observ-otion of the fire,
‘Unfavorable wind even made 1t necessary that another tank had to
take over observatlcn an! corrceticns. ¢n all froants I cbserved
powder genepating to much sicke,

Ca par. gE There 1s no 1cubt about a success.ul eamployauent of
searchllzhts 1in attacks, in the offensive ani defensive., [L.g,

on the invedon front). This also applies to tank atimcks =t

night. The Cergens h:d not yet completed the development of search-

lights whioh wé&e coupled to the tank guns and kad invisivle licht
souroes (inxrarnd rays). 1 also should 1like to menticn the lmrortance
of firing +ith sllencers. Ru:zslan patrels and partis ns used ‘
gllencers designed »y the Germans, The silenccr 1s lmportant not

- only to poaohc“s but algo to th:z millitary.

“Cn - 5 The t-nk commander is th¢ only member of the crew who is
- able $o lcok out, He designates the torget, detercines the r.nge
and orders the commenccment of fire, The time whicl he nceds |
ecavey his orders to the gunner i3 practicslly l:st and, verr cften,
i3 of decisive lmpor ance,

In additbn, the tenk comm: nder gees tu% terget from an angle
which diffcrs from that of the guaner, an optic ! transmission
should enabl the tank comuwander to Tire in Lmergency cases. He
who fires the flrst shot 1s victor ia the duel tank agalnst tank
or antltank gun.
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%g,ggr GE Experience showed that 80 % of the orews of destroyed

anks sulfered frow gserious burns, Leather clothing and the cconstsnt
wearing of lesther glcves proved to be a very good nrotection.
Only the face rem ins uncrotected. I tried to nrotect my XXKEN men

'*”by‘makinb them wear asbestos masks. But nobody wore them as they

were. ver . inconvenient. Yeverthelesa, scmething should be done

- Xegardling this problem. 4 protectiwa ointment should be suffieient,
any a taik soldier burnt to de~th because he could not free him-
self in time from the wires of their throat-tyne mlcroshones,

Development ang improvement 1s also required in tils field.

Og'ggrﬁ‘&g The leading of tanis entirely depends on the voice-
radlo communic.ticn system. The transamissicn of orders mey e made
imnossible if the enewy succeeds 1n Jamaing the s me weve lemth

end 1n monitering the altern-te waves as well. Ahsl-iamerican
atteupts in this ricld wer: very effective un the fron of invasion.

The interphone comwunic:tion also was effectisely inmmed by the
éneny. Che 1lmpact of enemy skells often destroyed the fu es. Orders
could not lenger be comsunicated and the Lrnk tewmporarily withdrew.
Protective mersure:c and im-roveients for ultras ort waves and inter-
phone communici.ticn =re regulred, _

CCnclud;gg actes,

The above study is Yzsed on experiecnes and repres nt the
berscn=l oplinion of the writer and, therefcre, do not cleim
general valldity, The wzr in the Tast sbowed 1ts true face in the
most. lhorrivle form, It siLowed that culture, civilizrtion and inter-
nationel agreements are overruled by the instinct or self-preserv-otion,
‘Even tuday it is only a smal step from mon to Lerst, The former
German scldler r wesber: with olxed feelings thoseamf ycars of blogd -
shed. He rcuembers full of love -nd hate the v28t and welancholie
country, ani romembors full of horror ard admiraticn its inlititants.
"‘But he cannot comprehe d vcth, neither with feelings nor with
brains., It 1 ancther world. -

’
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